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SOUTHSIDE NOTES

Participants sought for program
teaching teens financial freedom

Out of the Box financial literacy program for
youth ages 14 to 18 recently joined with Clayton
County scheols and is looking for others to par-
ticipate in the program.

QOut of the Box, a nonprofit organization based
in south Fulton County, recently expanded its
program teinclude teens in New York,

The program teaches youth financial inde-
pendence through workshops in banking and
budgeting, investing, securing and maintaining
credit, public speaking, enfrepreneurship and
networking.

Workshops will be held in Clayton County in
February, March and April, For more informa-
tion, call program director Mare Ellis at 770-
Q64-5744.
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Financial literacy taught to teen

By LESSIE SCURRY
For the Journal-Gonstltution

Usuaily when a person has
a life-changing experience at
church it has something to do
with spirituality,

Buf that is not always the
case.

Rodregouse Baker of Union
City was at church when he
learned about the Out of the
Box Financial Literacy Program
forteensandstartedhisjourney
to financial independence. -

“Ithought it wasinteres ting
and decided to check it out,”
sald Baker, a rising senior at
Creekside High School.

Outofthe Boxisan advocacy
program produced by the non-
profit South Fulton Business

Empowerment Center in Union
City. It is designed for college-
bound youths ages 14 ta18 who
would berefit from learning
financial management skills,

The program begins in
August and spans three io six
months with facilitators from
various fnancial institutioris,
corporations and organiza-
tions. They lead interactive
workshops that include in-
vesting, banking, budgeting,
credit, entreprereurship,
character development ard
public speaking,

Participants completing the

program are given résiirnds,

buisiriéss cards, a stock fiottfo-

lio and a chiecking account,
Program director Marc E[-

lis, who also is the owrier of

Signature Channels in Tyrone,
said the program resulted from
observations made about the
early indebtediess of college
students and graduates.

“We started talking with
graduated shidents and real-
ized How little they know about
these topics,” said Ellis, aformer
investment banker. “They're
not taught in high schaool or at
the diner table as they used
tobetaught. For many of them,
their first trug experience tends
toBe with actedit card”

Ellis said a course niow also
will be held in New York with
other nonprofit organizations
coming onboard to offer the
curriculuri,

Out of the Fox is now re-
cruiting 100 participants for
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its npcoming  workshops,
which begin in Ailgust and will
be held from 10 a.m. to 2p.m,
Saturdaysat variouslocations.

The registration is $25, with
adeadline of July 24.

Loréfizo Lane of Tyrong, a
rising senfor at Sindy Greek
High School, participated in
the program last year dnd lias
since earned an internship, as
did Baker,

Lane said he already knew
how to balance a checkbook
before beginning Qut of the
Box, but he obtained other
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agers

valugble information through
the program.

“I learned public speak-
ing skills and efiquette he
said. “And we made great
sonnections, so when [ need
to complete college applica-
tions and need job references,
I can call on people from such
places as Washington Mutual,
Wal-Mart, Xerox and Edward
Jones”
» Information: Out of the Box

Financial Literacy Program,

770-964-5744 -




